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LEGISLATION

Abill introduced into the
house of lords which, if

successfully passed,
would reduce the maxi-
mum stake for B2
machines, is to have its
second reading this
Friday, 11 March. Champi-
oned by Lord Clement-
Jones, the bill would
reduce the highest stake
on an FOBT to £2, the
same as the highest that is
available in arcades and
bingo halls.

The bill was initially
introduced in June of 2015
and has progressed slowly
through the channels of
law making over the past
seven months. “The
reduction of FOBT stakes
from £100 to £2 proposed
by my Bill will transform
FOBTs so that rather than
being the source of real
suffering and hardship as
is the case today, they
become instead relatively
benign forms of entertain-
ment,” said Lord Clement-
Jones, at the time of its
introduction.

Beyond this second
reading, the bill still needs
to pass through the com-
mittee and report stages,
which will followed by a
third and final reading. The
entire process must then
be repeated in the Com-
mons before the bill can
become law.

uxury Leisure, part
of the Novomatic
UK group of com-

panies, has announced the
double acquisition of
amusement arcades in the
coastal town of Hastings
from long time operator
Henry Moreton.

The FEC and AGC are
located in a prime location
in Hastings Old Town
which is popular with
tourists and locals, with a
full machine inventory,
along with family enter-
tainment centre and adult
gaming centre premises
licence. 

The location has been
under the same owner-
ship since 2003.

Luxury Leisure’s man-
aging director, Tom Allison,
confirmed that the deal
comprises the two busi-
nesses (AGC and FEC); a
purchase which follows
the acquisition of other
arcades by the firm in Don-
caster and Exeter earlier
this year.

Commenting on the
deal, Allison said: “We are
delighted to have
acquired such prestigious
operations from Henry
Moreton and look forward

to integrating them within
the Luxury Leisure portfo-
lio.”

Luxury Leisure has a
long history of operating
both AGCs and FECs. It
acquired the Noble port-
folio in 2014, when it was
itself acquired by the
Novomatic Group in June
that year. It now serves as
the Group’s high street
AGC division, with an
operation involving town
centre and seaside loca-
tions nationwide.

Henry Moreton of Stade
Developments in Hastings
added: “Following these

three excellent disposals
our agents are looking for
opportunities to re-invest
in the south west to sup-
plement our operations in
this area having acquired
Paignton pier in 2014.”

In terms of ancillary
businesses, Luxury
Leisure operates 45 Kwik
Tan venues and ten cater-
ing establishments. The
estate extends from Scot-
land to the south coast,
including locations in the
north east, north west and
south east of the country.

The freehold sale was
secured by specialist

leisure agency C J White
Associates. Colin White
who acted on behalf of the
vendor Stade Develop-
ments commented: “We
are delighted that we have
been able to secure the
sale of this prime FEC in
Hastings to one of the lead-
ing group operators in the
sector. This follows on
from the sale of Moretons
and Pelham/Playdium
arcades, also in Hastings,
to the same purchaser in
November 2015. We are
now seeking FEC opportu-
nities for our client to rein-
vest in the south west.”

Novomatics’ Luxury
Leisure acquires
Hastings arcades
REAL ESTATE

Luxury Leisure, a subsidiary of Novomatic UK, has built on its
growing portfolio of high street operations with the acquisition of an
FEC and AGC arcades in Hastings.

B2 bill
gets
second
reading
this week

REGULATION

The deadline is rapidly
approaching for those

who wish to issue a
formal response to the
Gambling Commission’s
consultation on gaming
machines. The “control-
ling where gaming
machines may be played”
paper had its response
deadline extended after
pressure from industry
groups and will now close
on 21 March.

The Commission are
widely believed to have
suggested these new
amendments to the LCCP

in response to the Greene
King case that is currently
in the courts. The pubco
had attempted to site B3
machines in response to
being granted a bingo
license. Although the
GC’s move to block this
action may or may not
turn out to be legal, the
changes proposed by the
consultation would give
the regulator powers to
remove machines on the
basis of “primary gam-
bling activity”.

Those wishing to give
their views can do so via a
form on the Gambling
Commission website.

BINGO

The historic Apollo Bingo
Club in Rhyl, North

Wales is to be renovated by
Majestic Bingo, which has
pledged £500,000 to return
the site to its former glory.
The club, which has been
in operation in various
forms since 1937, is now
run by Majestic, who
acquired the site in 2014.
The project began on 22
February and is expected
to be completed by the end
of April, with the club
remaining open while the
work is undertaken.

A new entrance foyer
and social areas are set to
be added as part of the ren-
ovation, along with a refur-
bished main hall and, vitally,
an expanded machine
gaming lounge. 

The Apollo opened
almost 80 years ago as
Odeon Cinema, becoming
a permanent bingo hall in
1996. It’s art deco exterior

was Grade II listed in 1989,
while its interior still con-
tains its original fretwork
patterns and pendant
lighting.

Managing director of
Majestic, Mark Jepp said:
“Our ethos is bingo with a
local flavour and with most
of our clubs serving the
community for years, it’s
important that wherever
possible we invest, restore
and modernise bingo halls
like Rhyl so they can be

enjoyed for many more
years to come.”

“This is great news,” said
Mayor of Rhyl and local
councillor, Barry Mellor. “As
it’s just at the bottom of the
High Street it will con-
tribute to improving the
appearance of the whole
street. All this goes towards
building confidence
around the regeneration of
Rhyl and this kind of invest-
ment will give confidence
to the private sector.”

Majestic in half million
Apollo renovation
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Deadline nears for
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