
son, owner of the complex close
to Britannia Pier. “I’ve seen
grown men crying today and it’s
not right.”

Regent Superbowl, which
opened 53 years ago, was situ-
ated on the first floor of the com-
plex which also housed 30 shops.

The bowling alley was run by
the Peck family until it was taken
over by Regent in September
2013, the company invested
£150,000 into the bowling alley
which had 16 bowling lanes and a
soft-play area.

Both the bowling alley and the

market were completely gutted
and the remaining structures are
likely to be demolished for safety
reasons, with local politicians
describing the loss of the popular
landmark at the height of the
summer season as a “tragedy”.

“Most, if not all of them, will be
people for whom the income
from those businesses is their
livelihood and many of them will
have lost their stock,” said Great
Yarmouth MP Brandon Lewis.

“There is no getting away from
the fact they have lost their busi-
nesses and that is a tragic thing.”

INDUSTRY

Small pubcos win
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INDUSTRY

South Parade
owners speak

asting’s Flamingo Family
Entertainment Centre and
Flamingo Amusement

Park have been sold to Luxury
Leisure, a subsidiary of Novo-
matic UK. The sale marks yet
another foray into the FEC market
for the Austrian company, which
last year purchased Playnation,
and continues the trend for oper-
ator acquisitions in the coin-op
industry.

Luxury Leisure, which itself
absorbed the Noble portfolio in
2014, will take over the running
of the Flamingo sites, which have
long-standing feature of Hastings
Old Town’s popular seafront
offering. The site has been under
the control of Henry Moreton’s
Stade Developments since 1999,
when it was purchased from
Harry Symonds.

This is the second time More-
ton has sold local sites to Luxury
Leisure within the last 12 months,
having parted with other AGC
and FEC locations in Hastings
during late 2015. 

The experienced amusements
operator has indicated that he
will use the proceeds of these
sales to develop his portfolio in
the region.

Moreton said in a statement:
“Following this sale, which fol-
lowed the sale of our three other
AGC/FEC’s in the town, our
agents are now looking for oppor-
tunities for us to re-invest in the
south west to supplement our
operations in this area having
acquired Paignton pier in 2014.” 

The details of the sale, which
was arranged by specialist leisure
agency CJ White Associates, also
includes the benefit of a new
lease and a sublease of the prop-
erty adjoining Flamingo Park. The
company’s Colin White, who
acted on behalf of Stade Devel-

opments in negotiating the sale
further clarified that Moreton
was on the lookout for new coin-
op acqusitions.

“We are delighted that we have
been able to secure the sale of this
prime FEC in Hastings to one of
the leading group operators in
the sector,” said White. “We are

now urgently seeking FEC oppor-
tunities for our client to reinvest
in the south west.” 

Tom Allison of Luxury Leisure
commented: “We are delighted to
have secured such a prestigious
operation from Henry Moreton
and this now completes our
acquisitions in Hastings.

Hastings Flamingos
sold to Luxury Leisure
ACQUISITION

Flamingo FEC Amusement Park

bikers rev up for
new beginning

ng alley gutted by fire 

ourselves.
“We owe you big time Dave,

and can only wish you well in
your future ventures which I
know will be aimed as always to
helping those in need.”

For his part, Orton was keen to
stress that the bikers would be in
good hands under Murden’s
stewardship and was eager to
praise the work of organiser-
extraordinaire Tony Slater, who
was unable to attend the cheque
presentation, but who continues
to play a fundamental role in plan-
ning the biker’s trips.

One of Murden’s biggest chal-
lenges will be to bring in new
members. By their own admis-
sion the membership of the Bacta
Bikers is ageing, and the group are
keen to recruit new riders of all
ages before their next fundrais-
ing adventure.

However, with both the good
works they do for charity and the
clear camaraderie among the
gang on show this week, it seems
very likely that some of the indus-
try’s other motorcycle enthusi-
asts will be bidding to join the
team on its next caper.

PICTURE COURTESY OF NORMAN LEFTLY
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